
 

 
 

Future of Canada Project  
Future Fellows Program 

2023 Call for Applications  
 
The Future of Canada Project (FCP) supports new, multi-disciplinary research relevant to the future of 
Canada and amplifies the results to shape the dialogue, ideas, and policies that result in a better future 
for all — one that is more equitable, sustainable, resilient and prosperous. 
 
The FCP is supported by a generous gift from Chancellor Emeritus L. R. “Red” Wilson ’62. Led by 
McMaster University President David Farrar and a governance committee, the Project is also guided by 
a group of Canadian trailblazers who form the FCP Council. The Council provides insight into Canada’s 
current needs and extends research impact by reaching new stakeholders, including policy makers, 
business and community leaders, and the public. 
 
About the Future Fellows program 

• Visiting “Future Fellows” are future thinkers (either academic or non-academic) who have 
potential to make an impact on Canada’s future 

• Affiliation with the Future of Canada Project, McMaster University for a period proposed by the 
applicant (three to 12 months) 

• McMaster University will support Future Fellows to undertake a project and report on the 
progress or outcome of this work at the Future of Canada Summit at the end of 2023. 

• Applicants will propose an appropriate duration and timing (including start and end dates) along 
with their project proposal.  

• The FCP has up to six fellowships available starting in 2023. Fellows will receive a monthly 
stipend of $5000. 

 
Proposing a Fellowship Project 
 
As a Future of Canada Project Future Fellow, you’re invited to use the fellowship to carry out work of 
importance to you and the future of Canada. Fellows are expected to propose independent projects as 
part of the application process. 
 
What does the project entail? 
Independent projects are proposed, designed and carried out by the fellows, but that may leverage the 
resources and expertise a partnership with McMaster University can provide – including the Future of 
Canada Project team and the Council. The results of the project will produce a work that reflects not on 
where Canada (and the world) is now, but where it is going.  
 
The project should be aligned with the purpose of the FCP and address one or more of the themes 
outlined by the Council: climate change, rapid technological advancement, pandemic, challenge of 
reconciliation, and erosion of truth and trust. The Project is guided by a vision for the future of 
Canada that is equitable, sustainable, resilient, and prosperous. Fellows can contribute to this vision by 



 

2 
 
  

considering the four key elements of our collective future: power, well-being, hope, and community. 
More information about the themes and vision can be found on the FCP website. 
 
The project should include a focus, activities and timeline that have potential to impact Canada’s future. 
The fellowship is intended to provide the Fellow with substantial dedicated time to spend working on the 
project and result in one or more outputs. Future Fellows will also be expected to engage and 
collaborate with the FCP and other fellows where appropriate and attend the Summit. 
 
For the timeline/duration of the fellowship, please submit your proposed duration and timing with your 
proposal along with your ideal start and end date. All fellowships will commence in 2023. 
 
The Fellowship Experience 
 
Fellows become part of the McMaster University community, specifically the Future of Canada Project. 
Fellows are also part of a cohort that are connected to each other and a wider community of people and 
organizations working in foresight and futures thinking.  
Supports include: 

• Community and Network: Connections with like-minded leaders, opportunities for collaboration 
with other organizations, McMaster faculty and staff, and other interdisciplinary connections to 
support your work. 

• Individual and Peer Support: Fellows may have the opportunity to receive mentorship and 
guidance from staff and other Fellows. Fellows will also regularly communicate with the FCP’s 
Strategic Advisor about their projects. 

• Connection with the University: Fellows may be asked to share their work with students and 
faculty at McMaster and may need to be present on campus as is advantageous for the work.  

• Project Promotion: The FCP’s Communications Team provides a spectrum of support for 
communicating your work to a wide audience, including editing, content production, pitching to 
media outlets, facilitating speaking engagements and sharing with McMaster’s many audiences. 

• Convening: The FCP will hold a conference towards the end of 2023 – the Future of Canada 
Summit – which will bring together activists, thinkers and builders from across Canada who are 
working to build a better future. Fellows will be expected to attend the Summit. 

 
Review and Selection 
 
Review Process 
Applications will be evaluated based on the selection criteria below and alignment with the Future of 
Canada Project. 
 
Eligibility 

• Applicants must be Canadian citizens or permanent residents. 
• Current students are not eligible for this Fellowship at this time. 
• In keeping with its Statement on Building an Inclusive Community with a Shared Purpose, 

McMaster University strives to embody the values of respect, collaboration and diversity, and 
has a strong commitment to employment equity. The diversity of our workforce is at the core of 
our innovation and creativity and strengthens our research and teaching excellence. The 
University seeks qualified candidates who share our commitment to equity, diversity and 
inclusion. While all qualified candidates are invited to apply, we particularly welcome 
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applications from women, First Nations, Métis and Inuit peoples, members of racialized 
communities, persons with disabilities, and members of the 2SLGBTQI+ community. 

 
Application and selection process  
To be assured of consideration, applications must be submitted via email to fcp@mcmaster.ca by 
March 3, 2023. Applications will be accepted until all fellowships are filled. Applications must include: 

• A cover letter outlining the candidate’s interest in the program and their experience and skills 
and/or potential experience and skills to undertake the project (two pages maximum)  

• Completed application form including: 
o A brief proposal for an independent project to be completed during the fellowship (two 

pages maximum) 
o Statement on impact for the project 
o An appropriate timeline for the proposed fellowship, including work plan (one page 

maximum). Note that fellowships can range from three to 12 months.  
o A resume/CV 

 
FCP Future Fellows project proposals will be evaluated based on: 

• Engagement with one or more of the five FCP themes listed above 
• Potential for impact on one or more of the FCP vision’s four elements 
• Overall aim and importance of the endeavour in relation to Canada's future 
• Interdisciplinary approach 
• Integration of equity, diversity, and inclusion (EDI) considerations	
• The capacity of the Fellow to carry out the proposed research in the time proposed 

 
A review panel will evaluate proposals and make recommendations to the Future of Canada Project 
governance committee. Award decisions are expected to be announced beginning in late March 2023. 
 
Selection criteria 
 
Candidates will be assessed based on the following criteria and demonstrated experience. 
 
Experience and impact 

• A deep understanding of and commitment to Canada and to the FCP vision for a better future for 
Canada and a brighter world – one that is more equitable, sustainable, resilient and prosperous. 

• Experience that has prepared the candidate to explore the areas outlined in the independent 
project proposal 

• A well-defined project proposal that will contribute to the FCP’s vision and demonstrates how the 
project will impact Canada’s future 

• Educational, research, and/or other experience that will support the exploration and outputs as 
defined in the proposal 
 

Collaboration + Communication 
• A clear plan described by the applicant through which the project will access and connect with 

others working in the field of inquiry 
• Experience working in interdisciplinary, collective, and/or intersectional ways to make progress 

toward a shared goal 
• Demonstrated experience in communicating complex issues to a broad audience 

 
Leadership + Initiative 
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• An approach that recognizes different identities and realities, acknowledges the way those are 
interconnected, and the ways in which power impacts those interactions, or power relates to 
those interconnections 

• Feasible work plan and preparation to work in a self-directed manner to achieve proposed goals 
and outcomes	

 
Reporting requirements  
Fellows will be required to provide a final report or other output sharing project results at the end of 
fellowship. They will also contribute to the Future of Canada Project communications efforts to ensure 
the results are widely disseminated, including publication, social media, media interviews, or other 
thought leadership and engagement activities. 
 
Fellows will also be expected to participate in the Future of Canada Summit – in late 2023 - where the 
results of the research will be shared with the Council and community. Expenses covered by the FCP. 
 
For further information, please email fcp@mcmaster.ca or visit the Future of Canada Project website at 
the address: https://future-of-canada.mcmaster.ca/ 
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Future of Canada Project 
Future Fellows Program 
APPLICATION FORM 

1. APPLICANT DETAILS

Name: 

Address: 

Email: 

Phone: 

2. ABSTRACT
In the space below, provide a short lay summary of the project (200 word maximum). 
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3.  FUTURES PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
Please attach a detailed outline of the project. Your proposal should be a brief (two pages maximum) 
description of the project you would plan to undertake as a Future Fellow including: 
 

● How your project contributes to the Future of Canada Project vision 
● If applicable, discuss potential collaborators at McMaster or elsewhere 
● What the project will produce  
● The benefits of doing this project as part of the Fellowship 
 
 

4.  IMPACT 
In the space below, outline the anticipated outcomes of the project (one page maximum), including the 
potential impact of the research on Canada’s future and specifically how elements of the FCP vision are 
evident in and will be strengthened by these outcomes.  
 
Please address the following: 
 

● Describe what aspect of Canada’s future you are hoping to impact and how 
● How project activities will catalyze greater understanding of and potential impacts on 

power, hope, community, and well-being 
● How the impact of your project could be communicated 
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5.  TIMELINE  
In the space below, please provide a timeline that explains the ideal duration of your fellowship 
(between three and 12 months) and start date.  
  
Please indicate:  

● Key milestones in the timeline 
● What, if any, other professional commitments do you have to balance with your work for 

the Fellowship? 
 

     
     

 
 

 
 
6.  CV 
Please attach a CV/resume for the applicant to the end of this application form.  
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